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Psalm 123 - “I lift up my eyes to you, to you who sit enthroned in heaven.  As the eyes of slaves 

look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a female slave look to the hand of her mistress, so 

our eyes look to the LORD our God, till he shows us his mercy.  Have mercy on us, LORD, have 

mercy on us, for we have endured no end of contempt.  We have endured no end of ridicule from 

the arrogant, of contempt from the proud.” 

 

1.  What are your initial thoughts, impressions, or questions as you read the passage?   

 

 

2.  Charles Spurgeon warns “We must use our eyes with resolution, for they will not go upward 

to the Lord of themselves, but they incline to look downward, or inward, or anywhere but to the 

Lord.”   True? 

 

3. Spurgeon uses the following list of words to characterize how we as servants should look to 

our master?  How many of these words characterize how we look to God? 

Reverently Continuously Submissively Obediently   

Expectantly Imploringly Attentively  Singly 

 

4.  The psalmist complains of enduring no end of contempt and ridicule from the proud and 

arrogant.  Some scholars believe the historical background here may be Nehemiah 4 when the 

Jews are attempting to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  Have you ever experienced contempt and 

ridicule for your faith?   

 

 

5.  Eugene Peterson says that the conjecture that the root meaning of mercy is “to stoop,” “to be 

inclined.”   He goes on to say that “the word mercy means that the upward look to God in the 

heavens does not expect God to stay in the heavens but to come down, to enter our condition, to 

accomplish the vast enterprise of redemption, to fashion in us his salvation.”   In other words, the 

psalmist prayer for mercy will be perfectly fulfilled in ______________  _____________.   

How can you use God’s mercy today?   


